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Surprise 
Lake Camp, 
the next 

generation

Mazel Tov to Jennifer (Friedman), Jeffrey, and big sisters Allegra and Lillian on 
the birth of Vivienne Leah Toback. She was born on February 22 and weighed 
6lbs 9oz. [top left] 

Mazel Tov to Moran, Murray, and big sisters Ma’ayan and Meitar Lantner on the 
birth of Alma Yam. She was born on March 8 and weighed 7lbs 5oz. [top right]

Mazel Tov to Gayle (Hoffman) and Bryan Doyle on the birth of their daughter, 
Izzy Rose. She was born on April 3 and weighed 6lbs 5oz. [bottom left]

Mazel Tov to Becky and Kimmie Melzer on the birth of their twin sons, Lucas 
Hayden and Logan Sawyer, born on April 23. [bottom middle]

Mazel Tov to Celia Baczkowski and Sheryl Kirschenbaum on the birth of Parker 
Sofia. She was born on May 26 and weighed 7lbs 8oz.  [bottom right]

August 
August 2: Alumni Day 
> https://surpriselake.org/alumnidayrsvp

August 16: 1902 Society BBQ
> https://surpriselake.org/1902societybbq

September
Sept. 4-7: �Family Camping 

Weekend
> https://surpriselake.org/familycampreg

Sept. 14: �SLC Rosh Hashanah 
Service

October
Oct. 4: SLC Sukkot Program
Oct. 18: �Friends & Family Hike 

Day

November
Nov. 7: �Third Annual Camp 

Casino Fundraiser!



3

Hello SLC Alumni!! Welcome to the Spring 2015 issue of Re-Echoes!
The inspiration for this President’s message comes from what I observed today at camp 
during Volunteer Day. As I sit here thinking about the day’s events, I am still amazed! 
Even though the weather was overcast and cool, it did not deter the 150+ volunteers 
from coming up and helping out. I saw alumni, old and new campers, parents, and 
friends show up to help get camp ready for the summer. At the end of the day, I saw 
moms and dads covered with paint, and kids with wood chips and dirt in their hair 
and clothes. And I wondered “why?” Why would these people come all the way up to 
camp on a cold day to essentially do chores? Why do I come all the way up to camp to 
participate in manual labor? The answer is actually rather simple: TO GIVE BACK TO 
A PLACE WE LOVE.

Surprise Lake Camp means so much to so many. To try to list the ways that SLC has affected us all would 
require this entire issue! We all have our own reasons why and how SLC has helped to make us who we are. 
The common thread to all these volunteers today is that they all want to help SLC continue to provide that 
for others. Giving back, even if it is by doing chores, accomplishes that goal. 

The SLC Alumni Association has been giving back to camp for over 50 years, and it is all of you who make up 
the Alumni Association. So thank you for all the years of giving back!

Some of you may be reading this issue and saying to yourself “I want to, or I should, get more involved.” There 
are several ways to do that:

•	 The SLCAA sponsors several fundraising events throughout the year, and we would love for you to 
attend one, or help to organize one. 

•	 Or, perhaps you can support SLC by making a 
financial contribution. The Annual Alumni Drive for 
scholarships raised a record $190,000 in 2014, and the 
SLCAA contributed $33,000 of that! 

•	 Or maybe you would like to volunteer at camp one 
day, helping to sell SLC merchandise on Visiting Day 
or coming to the next Volunteer Day? 

•	 And of course, you can always join the SLC Alumni 
Association!! Annual dues are $36 and a lifetime 
membership is $250.

So, no matter how you do it, it is all about “giving back” to 
SLC. This is how SLC will thrive and continue to provide the 
same wonderful experiences that you hopefully had. If you 
are interested in getting involved, please let me know. All are 
welcome! 

Our next big event is our annual Alumni Day in camp. Come 
up to SLC on August 2, 2015 and join the hundreds of other 
alumni and their families for a wonderful BBQ and day of 
reuniting and reminiscing. 

Stay well my dear friends and as always… See you up at SLC!
Joe Goldberg, President, SLCAA
goldnglich@aol.com

A message from the president of the alumni association.

Hello NCAA March Madness Players!!

We had a very successful year collecting $1296 for the main 
pool and with the additional $288 from the Sweet 16 pool, 
we were able to collect $1584 for SLC!!!

Thank you all for your support!!!

Congratulations to all the winners of this year’s pool!!!

Again, Thanks to you all for your support and see you again 
next year!! –Joe G.

Main Pool
1st Place: Patrick Narea

2nd Place: Lee Posniack

3rd Place: Keith Miller

4th Place: Tracie Basch

Last Place: Keith Miller 

Sweet 16 Pool
1st Place: Paul Stetson

2nd Place: Jake Berger

3rd Place: Tracie Basch
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As most of the SLC Community already 
knows, the Mainside Health Center 
underwent a significant renovation 
over the winter, thanks to a generous 
lead gift from Stan Josephson, and 
many other gifts from members of the 
SLC Community. This major project 
involved fixing up the interior of the 
building, as well as the construction 
of a screened porch, a wheelchair-
accessible ramp, new bathrooms, a new 
kitchen, new exam rooms, and a new 
room for the night nurse. It will even 
feature new beds!

We are deeply grateful to all of our 
donors who helped to make this 
renovation possible, and can’t wait for 
the special dedication on July 15.

Health Center Renovation Update!



Frequently Asked Questions About the Surprise Lake Camp Pool
Where Will It Go?
Behind the Main Building where there is currently a patch of woods between the main road and the lower road.  We 
have done a shade study of this area to make sure that it will be warm and sunny all summer.  Originally we considered 
a Lakeside location, but this was abandoned out of respect for the alumni who felt it was important to preserve the 
iconic SLC vista.

How Big Will It Be?
75 feet by 40 feet, with a shallow water L shaped extension 
measuring another 20 by 20.  Depth will range from three feet 
to eight feet.

Will This Mean No More Swimming in the Lake?
Absolutely not!!!  It is Surprise LAKE Camp after all.  We are committed to lake swimming as an integral part of the SLC 
program, and we want every SLCer to remember the experience for the rest of their lives.  While there are still details 
being worked out, the plan is for the lake to still host general swims, water trampoline, boating (duh!—obviously you can’t 
do boating in a pool!), and lots more.  The pool will be used primarily for swim instruction, competitive racing, special 
events, and NIGHT SWIMMING (which we anticipate will be VERY popular!).

Will You Have to Hire More Lifeguards?
Yes!  But not another whole crew, since when one division is swimming in the pool, they won’t be swimming in the lake at 
the same time.  But we need to make sure that pool swimming and boating can take place simultaneously, so a couple 
of extra guards will be needed.

Will The Pool Be Heated?
Yes!  And we are also installing a system of piping which will circulate water from the pool under the concrete deck.  This 
will reduce the cost of heating the pool and make the deck cooler for little feet.

What If I Am Sensitive to Chlorine?
The pool will have an ultraviolet filtration system.  This reduces the amount of chlorine needed in the pool to less than 
what is in municipal water—the water we drink and shower in at home.  It will also eliminate the chloramines that produce 
that chlorine smell and irritate people who are sensitive to chlorine.

What Other Features Will the Pool Have?
Much is subject to permits and pricing, but here’s what we are hoping for:  a patio outside the back of the Little Play-
house that looks onto the pool, a water slide into the deep water section of the pool, a large deck as well as a lawn 
area for assembly and hanging out, the same familiar blue shade awnings that we have at the Mainside and Teenside 
waterfronts as well as areas with the same black posts and white rope, removable racing blocks and swimming lanes, 
a handicapped lift, and the SLC logo on the bottom.

When Will the Pool Be Ready?
Fingers crossed, and Mother Nature and the Department of Health permit process allowing, we hope to start con-
struction in September, 2015 and to swim in the pool in June, 2016.  

How Is Camp Paying for the Pool?
Thanks to the generosity of the Henshel Family, who are funding the entire project with an historic gift in honor of Harry 
Henshel’s lifelong deep love of and commitment to Surprise Lake Camp!
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Concept Drawing by Susie Jainchill
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2nd Generation International Staff — By Evie Berger
For over 30+ years, international staff have joined the SLC summer staff from countries all over 
the world including Israel, The United Kingdom, Poland, Russia, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand, 
and many more. Last summer, we had the pleasure of hosting our very first 2nd generation 
international staff member. This year we have 2 more!

In 1980, Zvika Rifinski arrived from Israel to work at SLC for the first time and couldn’t stay away. 
He was part of the SLC family from 1980-1988! His wife, Hagit, was also an Israeli shlicha in 1986! 
Last summer we learned that their daughter, Danielle, was applying to the Jewish Agency to 
be a summer camp staff member in the US and we knew that we wanted her to be part of our 
family. She joined our team as the Dance Specialist. 

Zvika says “In 1980 I started the tradition of the Rifinski’s by coming to one of the nicest and 
most special spots in the world for me. It meant a lot for me that Danielle experienced the 
special atmosphere of camp like me and Hagit did!”

When asked about her experience at camp, Danielle said “Being a part of the staff at Surprise 
Lake Camp as a Dance Specialist was an unforgettable experience for me. After years of hearing 
amazing stories about camp from both my parents, I finally got to feel the magic and spirit of 
SLC myself! Although I was miles away from home, I felt right at home because Israel plays such 
an important part at SLC.”

This summer, we have not one, but TWO 2nd generation international staff members; one from 
Israel and one from England. Tamar Ran Cohen and Bronte Snow both join us as counselors 
on Mainside this summer. When we asked their parents how they felt about their daughters 
following them across the sea to SLC, Irit Ran Cohen said “My daughter is about to arrive to 
the camp and I am over my head with memories and longing to see camp again! Apparently 
the camp experience stayed with me all those years, and looking back I realize it made a strong 
effect on me and on my life.“ Irit spent one summer as a Teenside counselor in 1986 and her 

Danielle Rifinski Zvika Rifinski in the early 80s
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Antony & Bronte Snow Antony at SLC in the 80s

Tamar Ran Cohen and Irit Ran Cohen Irit Ran Cohen and Tamar Ran Cohen

memories are vibrant. Tamar is looking forward to seeing camp through her mother’s eyes 
when she arrives here in June.

Bronte’s father, Antony Snow spent two incredible summers at SLC; he was a counselor in 
1985 and then a supervisor in 1986. Antony said “I’m really happy that Bronte has decided 
to follow in her Dad’s footsteps to work as a counselor at camp. She’s going to have the best 
summer ever… just as I did!” Bronte told us that she has been hearing stories about camp 
her whole life. She cannot wait to join the staff and see for herself how magical camp is and 
continue the tradition.

We are so excited to be able to provide the opportunity for these international staff to come to 
America and be part of the SLC Family. We hope they create wonderful new memories to take 
home and share with their parents. 
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DEDICATED TO OUR 2014 SUPPORTERS 

What's the Difference Between an Annual Campaign and a Capital Campaign?

The Annual Campaign helps us live, the Capital Campaign helps us grow.

Capital campaigns are conducted periodically to provide significant funds for major expenses such as the renovation of
the Main Building, Arts & Crafts and the Health Center, as well as the scholarship endowment, etc. Annual campaigns, 

such as the Alumni Scholarship Drive and Board Campaign, are designed to provide scholarships for current year campers.

The following individuals made gifts to one of several funds in our 
endowment, or made gifts to support a capital/building campaign.
The following individuals made gifts to one of several funds in our 
endowment, or made gifts to support a capital/building campaign.

The following pages are dedicated to the many friends who have supported Surprise Lake Camp in one way or another during 
2014. Camp is blessed to have so many special people who care about its mission. Please know that camp is very grateful for 

all the support we receive, and we hope that one day we will have a chance to thank everyone . . . in person, in print, or both!

Bar & Bat Mitzvah Fund
Roberta & Peter Hirsch
Jill & John Miskanic
Billie Schwartz Scholarship Fund
Jordan Dale
Joe Goldberg
Building Fund
Marcia Adler
Marcia & Robert Altabet
Celia Baczkowski
Sylvaine Baczkowski
Andrew Bata
Pearl & Harry Belkowitz
Robert Berne
Brian Blaufeux
Moe Bordwin
Mitchell Brenner
William Briggs
Joel Cohen
Anita Cruso
Jordan Dale
Wendy Dinn
Michele DiRuggiero
Debby Evans
Howard Fleischman
Martin Freedman
Robert French
Donna & Glen Frick
Norm Friedman
Phyllis Goldman
Linda & Ben Gordon
Pam & Jay Greenbaum
Andrea & Arthur Gruber
Bruce Haber
Warren Heaps
Dayle Henshel
Joy Henshel
Patti Henshel
Roberta & Peter Hirsch
JCamp 180 

Chuck Jainchill
Stanley Josephson
Ron Kalb
Lee Kaplan
Thomas Karger
Leana & Marc Katz
Heidi & Bruce Katz
Wayne Kellner
Space & Gene Kelly
Alan Kleiman
Eleazer Klein
William Kufta
Dena & Elly Levine
Ted Liebowitz
Andrew Lobb
Judith & Michael Margulies
Linda Markowitz
Shirley Melzer
Estelle Meyer
Roz & Jerry Meyer
Rebecca Meyer
Robin & Danny Muskin
Mary Paolino
Mary Pappas
Andrew Paskal
Judith Pauker
Jerry Person
Sheila & Ken Pollet
F. Peter Rose
Rebecca Safeer
Alan Saltz
Nina & Joel Schneider
Molly Schulman
Howard Schur
The Seligson Family
Eileen & Eliot Senor
Cindy Shmerler Levy
Florence Shtundel
Aimee & Seth Stein
Adele & Henry Stern

Elaine & Paul Suchow
Marjorie & Bernard Sunshine
Jennifer Sussell
Max Weintraub
Anne & Joel Zbar
Henny Cohen/Alumni Association 
Scholarship Fund
The SLC Alumni Association
Ira Goldfarb
Michele Jacobson
Amy Rubinstein Scholarship Fund
Harriet Barovick
Stephanie & George Beilin
Peter Braverman
Dankner, Milstein & Ruffo, P.C.
Stephen Finkelstein
Linda & Jay Gold
Jamie & Jason Gorman
Irwin Jacobs
Joan B. and Richard L. Barovick  
    Family Foundation
Abby Loewenstein
Cathy Loewenstein
Connie Mazur
James Meyer
Marjorie North
Sue North
Harriet Renzi
Carrie Samson-Newman
Samantha & Eric Schmell
Jennifer Smulewitz
Barbara Stimmel
Carol Grief Saltz Scholarship 
Fund
Alan Saltz
Irwin Flick Fleischner/Boys of 
Camp Mooween Scholarship 
Fund
Jordan Dale
Dick Davis

David Fleischner
Roger Sachs
General Endowment Fund
Marcia & Robert Altabet
Anonymous
Arthur Anton
Margery Arsham
Rachel Bailis
Jason Bailis & Jeff Henderson
Janeen Bellafiore Levine
The Benerofe Family
Howie Berk
Lauren & Mark Bernstein
Moe Bordwin
Camp Baco & Che-Na-Wah
Marla, George & Ross Coleman
Amy Goldberg
Linda & Ben Gordon
Pam & Jay Greenbaum
Barbara & Stanley Hirsch
Roberta & Peter Hirsch
Amy & Bruce Jaffe
Stanley Josephson
Faith Kirkpatrick
Sheryl Kirschenbaum
Alan Kleiman
Keith Klein
Jeffrey Koenig
Michele Mark Levine
Laura & Carter Mansbach
Lisa Mark
Marilyn Bailis & Jerry Mark
Linda Markowitz
Miriam Messinger
Ruth Messinger
Roz & Jerry Meyer
Roberta & James Meyer
Stacy & Andrew Meyerson
David Miller
Dana & Jonathan Miller
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DEDICATED TO OUR 2014 SUPPORTERS 

What's the Difference Between an Annual Campaign and a Capital Campaign?

The Annual Campaign helps us live, the Capital Campaign helps us grow.

Capital campaigns are conducted periodically to provide significant funds for major expenses such as the renovation of
the Main Building, Arts & Crafts and the Health Center, as well as the scholarship endowment, etc. Annual campaigns, 

such as the Alumni Scholarship Drive and Board Campaign, are designed to provide scholarships for current year campers.

The following individuals made gifts to one of several funds in our 
endowment, or made gifts to support a capital/building campaign.
The following individuals made gifts to one of several funds in our 
endowment, or made gifts to support a capital/building campaign.

The following pages are dedicated to the many friends who have supported Surprise Lake Camp in one way or another during 
2014. Camp is blessed to have so many special people who care about its mission. Please know that camp is very grateful for 

all the support we receive, and we hope that one day we will have a chance to thank everyone . . . in person, in print, or both!

THANK YOU TO . . . 
 Michele Albo for donating special SLC-imprinted clipboards for our supervisors.
 AM Skier for being the corporate sponsor of Camp Casino.
 The Camp Casino committee, sponsors, and donors. 
 �The 2014 Hike-A-Thon Participants and Supporters, and co-chairs, Joe Goldberg & Barbara Zbar.
 Joe Goldberg for sponsoring the Hike-A-Thon Breakfast.
 The Pollet Family for purchasing t-shirts for the Girls & Boys Hockey Teams
 �Ken Seligson (z’l) and Jersey Lynne Farms for their donation of Poland Spring Water on Alumni Day, and other  

special program equipment as needed.
 �Howie Berk for volunteering his time, summer after summer, overseeing the Arts & Crafts program and the SLC 

Museum.
 �The SLC Alumni Association and its volunteers for organizing the clothing sales on Visiting Days and Alumni Day.
 �All the wonderful volunteers who help out on Docks Weekends, Visiting Days, and Volunteer Days.
 �Thelma & Sandy Hochberg for setting up an additional Charitable Gift Annuity to benefit Surprise Lake Camp.
 Jeff Berk for coordinating the spring Alumni Overnight at camp.
 �Seth Stein, Gayle Hoffman, and all of their amazing staff who volunteer to work the Get Your Feet Wet

sm
 program.

 �The following donors who supported our off-season Jewish programs: Anita Cruso, Eleazer Klein, Paul and Elaine 
Suchow in memory of Robert Gary Bieber, D. Silvestri and Sons, the Pollet Family, Barbara & Michael Zbar.

 �The following Board members who obtained financial gifts from their friends and business associates to support  
camp’s mission and programs: Bob Altabet, Amy Goldberg, Alan Hoffman, Lee Kaplan, Alan Kleiman, Jim Meyer,  
Seth Stein, Adele Stern, Michael Zbar.

 SCOPE for scholarship funds allocated to SLC

 
THE SURPRISE LAKE CAMP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Surprise Lake Camp wishes to express its sincere gratitude and appreciation to the Board of Directors of the 
camp. These volunteers constantly work to ensure that camp remains the Best in Jewish Camping. In 2014, the 
Board contributed over $475,000 in annual and capital gifts to SLC. We are proud that we have one of the best 
non-profit boards in the US!

Dina Mishra
Roni & Jason Nadell
Doug Pierce
Nicole Pilevsky
Jessica Pollner
Carol Prisamt
David Rosner
Mark Segal
Ben Segan
Jeff Spiegel
Tony Stein
Adam Stein
Shelley & David Tager
Mark Transport
Skip Vichness
Barbara & Mike Zbar
Anne & Joel Zbar
Dan Zenkel
Harry Henshel Scholarship 
Fund
Lea Bachenheimer

Jordan Dale
Joy Henshel
Harry Vogel Aquatic Fund
Jordan Dale
Lorraine & Jay Greenwell
Ron Kalb
Marc Krigsman
June & Jack Leopold
Peter Leung
Shayne Neuwirth
Barbara & Jack Schein
Barbara & Mike Zbar
Elise & Corey Zbar
Eleanor Zbar Silverman
Herson Scholarship Fund
Amy Finkelstein
Vicki & Michael Herson
Karen Herson
Hoffman-Lantner-Mitchel-
Tarrash Fund
Gayle Doyle

Jason Hoffman
Nancy & Alan Hoffman
Karen & Stewart Lantner
Maureen & Howard Lantner
Moran & Murray Lantner
Minna & Melvin Lantner
Betsy Lantner & Barry Mitchel
Holman Family Fund
Bertram Holman
Jean Leiter Scholarship Fund
Stephen Gordon
Jeff Herman Scholarship Fund
Brad Kessler
Shelli & Larry Olinsky
Helena Prigal
Lenore Hershey Scholarship 
Fund
Jane Hershey Cuozzo
Panepinto Family Fund
Stacey & Rob Panepinto

Special Programs
Amy Lester
Ruth Messinger
Roz & Jerry Meyer
Doug Sacks
Rhoda Kaplan Fund
Karim Benawand
Lee Kaplan
Sean Porbin
Rita & Max Greenberg Scholar-
ship Fund
Andrea & Arthur Gruber
Stu Seligson Scholarship Fund
Maria Seligson
Winter Camp Scholarship Fund
Molly Benton
Mike Bishansky
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Full Summer at SLC: $7,500 or more
(Up to $30,000)

Estelle & Herbert Adler
Jay Jacobs

N M Morris Family Foundation Inc.
Roz & Jerry Meyer

SLC Alumni Association
One Session at SLC: $3,900 or more

(up to $7,500)
Cooperman Family Fund

Neil Diamond
Roberta & Peter Hirsch

Ruth Messinger
Stephanie Montano
Stanley Josephson

Cindy Shmerler
Two Weeks at SLC: $1,950 or more

(up to $3,900)
Moe Bordwin

Marjorie & Robert Feder
Christina & Greg Fox

Joe Goldberg
Ronnie & Bob Greenblatt

Kevin Hellman
Vicki & Michael Herson
Nancy & Alan Hoffman

Eleazer Klein
Judith & Michael Margulies

Dana & Jonathan Miller
Steven Moses
Stephen Nitkin

Carol & Larry Seigel
The V & L Marx Foundation

Judy Weinberg
One Week at SLC: $975 or more

(up to $1950)
Marcia & Robert Altabet

Emily & Jeff Berk
David Berkowitz

Marlene & Stanley Besen
Nelson Braff

Carolyn & John Canova
Haylynn Conrad

Gayle Doyle
David Fleischner
Amy Goldberg

Linda & Ben Gordon
Brenda & Matthew Grosshandler

Andrea & Arthur Gruber
Bruce Haber

Harry Donenfeld Foundation
Dayle Henshel
Joy Henshel
Patti Henshel

Barbara & Stanley Hirsch
Amy & Bruce Jaffe

Sharon & Martin Jaffe
Chuck Jainchill
Greg Kaufman

Samantha Kessler
Faith Kirkpatrick
David Lawrence
Linda Markowitz

Melissa & Jeff Moskowitz
Suzanne Moskowitz & Jordan Dale

Robin & Danny Muskin
Roni & Jason Nadell

Ira Pianko
Jillian Rauer
Carl Reisner

Patricia Gloria Ross Weis
Rabbi Gloria & Martin Rubin
Robin & Laurence Rubinstein

Mark Segal
Eileen & Eliot Senor

Roy Shirwindt
Susan & Matthew Tratner

United Way / SEFA
Lior Yahalomi

Barbara & Mike Zbar
5 Days at SLC: $700 or more

(Up to $975)
Margery Arsham

Ariel David
Kathy & Mel Kalichman

Thomas Karger
Space & Gene Kelly

Andrew Kominik
Nance & Martin Liebgott
Lisa Lucania Stulberger
Bonnie & Barry Mantel

Shuying Wang & Paul Mermelstein
Marc Ochs

Rina & Howard Pianko
Bruce Rubinger

Aimee & Seth Stein
Anne & Joel Zbar

4 Days at SLC: $560 or more
(up  to $700)
Scott Ehrlich
Alan Kleiman
Harvey Osher

Audrey & Mark Tenenhaus
Michael Tenenhaus

Stuart Rachlin
3 Days at SLC: $420 or more

(up to $560)
Peter Baum

Amy Beaumont
Evelyn & Nick Beilenson

Howie Berk
Thomas Berner

Lori & Seth Fishman
Ira Goldfarb
Matt Grubler
Linda Kane

Simone & Joseph Kleinert
Phyllis & Warren Kossin
Roberta & James Meyer

Marylyn Muskin
Susan & Sheldon Osinoff

David Perecman
Queens Village Jewish Center

Mark Rothman
Bernard Saidel

Edith & Arnold Schwartz
Steve Sommer

Michael Witman
2 Days at SLC: $280 or more

(up to $420)
Susan Alintoff
Tracie Basch

Jennifer & Matthew Berk
Anita Cruso

Rachel Doretsky
Victoria Drescher

Earthshare/NYCCFC
Roger Galburt

Ron Kalb
Cecile & Stuart Levy

Rochelle & Gary Lindner
Marilyn Bailis & Jerry Mark

Emilie & Andy Meyer
Arel Moodie

Nicole Pilevsky
Jessica Pollner

Henry Schoenfeld
Julia & Mike Seltzer
Florence Shtundel

Francine & Robert Stein
Robert Steinhardt

Adele & Henry Stern
Joshua Suchow

Ilana & Michael Sussman
Marlene & Barry Vegter

Stuart Waxman
Julie & Neil Weintraub
Howard Weissberger

Willow Ridge Charitable Foundation
Jennifer Wind

1 Day at SLC: $140 or more
(Up to $280)
Lisa Albukerk
Amazon Smile

Jaime Baczkowski
Susan Barrett
Mylen Benardo
Michael Berk

Jeffrey G. Berkon
Cortney Bernstein
Steven Bleiberg

Samantha Blendis
Carol & Ed Boxer

Elyse Braun
Paige & Lance Bravin
William Buchbaum
Jacqueline Canton

Nancy Collins
Jack Cutrone
Ali & Meri Feir

Howard Feldman
Elaine & Melvin Finkelstein

Howard Fleischman
Donna & Glen Frick
Melissa Friedman

Melvin Ganz
Emily & Howard Gill

Karen Glasser
Jill Gold

Mia & Jonathan Greco
Abe Greenberg
Lloyd Greene

Leslie & Sam Guttman
Ron Haas

Margery & Art Haber
Darlene Haut

Lori & Andrew Hess
Thelma & Sanford Hochberg

Jason Hoffman
Elizabeth Izower
Myrna & Ira Jaffe

Meghan & Diarmuid Joye
Roger Karlebach

Vickie & Stuart Karten
Doris Kaufman
Arnold Kinsler

Michael Klopfer
Bernie Kosberg

Joan Krellenstein
Robin & Gordon Krompier

Alan Leiderman
Barry Leitman

Beth & David Levene
Nancy & Edward Levy

James Liguori
Alan Lipman

Arielle & Ian Madover
Ellen Manobla
Jackie Marcus
Becky Melzer

Walter Mendoza
Charles Michaelson
Alice & Alan Model

Manfred Moses

Our 2014 Annual
The gifts listed below were made between February 1, 2014 and January 31, 2015. This listing includes alumni who 
made gifts to our annual Alumni Drive (totaling $190,000+) as well as Board Members who made or solicited 
gifts to the annual Board Campaign (totaling $101,000). We are very grateful to everyone for their generosity.
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Janet & Irwin Moskowitz
Roberta Moskowitz

Dan Mulvey
Ina Muskin Massa

Shelli & Larry Olinsky
Cillia Olsen

Richard Parker
Rachel & Steven Pasichow

Andrew Paskal
Francine & David Penner
Kate & Howard Permut

Lee Posniack
Manfred Rechtschaffen

Lee Reingold
Michael Rieger

Karen Raksis & Rob Grader
David Rome

Margot (Hodes) &  
 David Rosenstrauch

Eve Rubinstein Papernick
Judy & Steven Sails

Bryan Salz
Michael (Satch) Saunders

Robert Schecter
Stanley Schiffman

Ken Schneider
Jean & Phil Schneider

Ira Schreck
Andrew Schuster
Daniel Shapiro

Softerware
Aliza Spiegel Aseoff

Elana Stein
Sunrise Chiropractic
Rita & John Tarrash

Marcia Teschner
Melanie & Seth Tucker
Lisa & Steve Weinberg

Darrell (Rubin) Weinberg
Diane & Allen Weiner

Martin Weisfuse
Jessica & Mitchel Weiss

Lisa & Glen Wolland
Gary Young

Gifts Under $140
Sylvie Bartel

Russell Abramson
Janet Ackerman

Barry Ader
Susan Alintoff
Ilana Atwater
Matthew Baxt

Pearl & Harry Belkowitz
Sara & Adam Benmoise

Rochelle & Michael Berger
Phyllis & David Berk

Elise Bernhardt
Gary Biale
Jack Bialek

Jill & Deven Black
Justine Blau

Karen & Clifford Bloom
Seymour Bloom

Larysa & Nelson Botwinick
David Brown
Alan Buhler

Nedra & Michael Bush
Lawrence Ceasar

Keith Cohen
Michael Cohen

Pamela & Steve Cohen
Steven Condiotti

Christine & Bill Covino
Donald Davis

Alex Dekhterman
Victoria Drescher

Stella Dubin
Eric Dunkel

Saul Eisenberg
Vivian & Brian Elba

Edward Elkin
Judith Elkin
Alvin Elkins

Regina Emdin
Michael Erlich
Sylvie Erlich
Victor Esban

Lorraine & Arnold Eventoff
Harvey Fader

Karen & Donald Fagelman
Ralph Fine

Arnold Finkelstein
Lindsay Fisher

Sandy Friedman
Randi Fuchs
Denis Garbo

Elliot Gemunder
Esther & Bert Glassberg

Alvin Goldberg
Claudia & Tim Goldman

Michelle Goldstein
Melissa Gordon-Ring

Karen Gorsky
Amy & Arnie Graber

Jason Greenberg
Bill Greenberg
Abe Greenstein

Gail Gremse
Marlene & Carl Gussin

Rhonda Haber
Christopher Hansen
Charles Heckheimer

Allison & Michael Heitzner
Laurie Herrick
Arnold Hinden
Howard Horder

Bernard Hulkower
Cindy & Michael Iver

Harriet & Jack Izower
Jeffrey Jackel
Keith Jacobs

Thom Johnson
Danielle Johnson
Sheila Johnson

Whammy Kaufman
Ilene Kaufman-Sztorc

Jack Kaye
Harvey Kazdon

Donald Kazenoff
Alex Kerzhner
Brad Kessler
Sarita Keyser

Mariya & Dmitriy Khodorkovskiy
Donna & Garry Klein
Mark I. Koppelman

Madeleine & Edward Koransky
Elihu Kover

Jared Kramer
Jack Krause

Daniel Krieger
Gerald Kunes

Ellen & Jeff Lambert
Sandra Lansky
Jennifer Lass
Andrew Laufer

Robyn & Jonathan Lefcourt
Rochelle & Steve Levenson

Hollie Levine
Marcia Lichtenstein

Rebekah Lipsky
Ellen Lyons

Ellen Martello
Miriam Meisler

Caryl & Mike Melasky
Michael Mokotoff
Brandon Morrison

Karen & Jim Morrison
Gabrielle Morrison

Barry Morrison
Daniel Nadelmann
Shayne Neuwirth

Billy Newman
Melanie Nissim

NYC Transit Authority Employee 
Donations

Rory Perlmutter
Joachim Pinczower

Jerome Plotner
Abby Portney
Helena Prigal
Debra Pruslin

Charlotte Prywes
Lawrence Rabinowitz

Eric Robbins
Robert Rosenberger
Roni & Jack Ryger

Deborah & Michael Samori

George Satran
Rob Scheinfeld
Judith Schiller

Emily Schlansky
David Schneider
Ken Schneider

Bryna Schoenbart
Adrienne Schreiber

Gayle Schwartz
Maurice Schwartz

Lori Schwinger
Shomrim Society
Rita Sue Siegel

Louis Siegel
Sam Silverman

Nili Simhai
Manfred Simon
Herb Skovronek

Peter Slater
Randi Sperber

Leonard Spiegel
Tess & Gary Spielvogel

Neil Spindel
Charles Stendig

Ethel Stern
Carl Strass

Kive Strickoff
Hody Tannenbaum

Shauna Tannenbaum
Gayl & Michael Teller

Nancy Tepper
Jennifer Toback
Naomi Tombrink

Bob Toppel
Truist

Phyllis Tucker
Nadeen & Mark Tyler

Alex Ullman
Berta Umanski
Leon Unterman
Sanford Victor

Ellen & Paul Walk
Jessica Wayman
Amy Weisman

Bonnie Wilichinsky
Walter Williamson

Suzanne & Myron Wisotsky
Scott Wynn

Sandzhar Yusupov
Mindy & Marty Zalin

Jordana Zbar
Richard Zbar

Diane Zilz
Ellen Zimmerman

David Zirlin
David Zolot

Robert Zuckerman & Family

Giving Supporters



Surprise Lake Camp 2015 Alumni Drive & Dues Form 
First Name:   __________________   Last Name:  ______________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________
Email:  __________________________  Date of Birth:  _________________ 
Home Phone:  _____________________  Cell Phone:  ____________________

Alumni Drive/Send A Child To Camp 
Gifts to the Alumni Drive are used to support this year’s scholarships.  This is camp’s greatest 
current need.  If you are supporting this annual drive, please consider making an additional gift  
to our scholarship fund to secure our ability to provide for future scholarships. 

SLC Alumni Association Membership Dues 
Membership entitles Alumni to be kept informed of alumni events, receive a membership card,  
calendar of events, quarterly Re-Echoes newsletter, free admission to Alumni Day, a discount at the 
Alumni store, and a discount to all alumni events at which a fee is charged.   

Scholarship Funds
This money goes toward an endowment to provide for future scholarships.

 Henny Cohen/Alumni Association Scholarship Fund:  $_______  
 Jeff B. Herman Memorial Fund:  $________ 
Pays for camp’s annual award given to the most outstanding male and female athletes on Teenside and helps 
to fund camper scholarships.  Jeff Herman was a beloved Surprise Lake Camper who became a New York 
City policeman and was tragically killed in the line of duty. 
 Other Fund:  $_______  Name of Other Fund:  ___________________________________

********************************************************************** 

 Please bill my credit card: (No AMEX, please)   
Card Number:  _____________________  Exp. Date:  _____ Total Amount to Charge: $________ 
 I’d like to make monthly contributions with my credit card.

Preferred day of charge: ______ Month to begin:  ______ Monthly amount: $______  
Total number of months:  ______  Total donation amount:  $_______ 
 I would like to speak with an Alumni Fundraiser and/or member of Surprise Lake Camp’s
Professional staff about becoming a member of the 1902 Society. Membership in the 1902 Society 
is open to all those who include Surprise Lake Camp in their estate plans. We hope you will tell us when you 
have done so because we would very much like the opportunity to say “thank you” for your generosity.    

 5 Days at SLC: $775 
 One Week at SLC: $1,050 or more 
 Two Weeks at SLC: $2,100 or more 
 One Session at SLC: $4,200 or more 

 1 Day at SLC: $155 
 2 Days at SLC: $310 
 3 Days at SLC: $465 
 4 Days at SLC: $620 

 Full Summer at 
SLC: $7,600 or 
more 

 Annual Membership:  $36 
 Lifetime Membership:  $250 
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In Memoriam...
Surprise Lake Camp mourns the loss of Karen Jacoby Bendeson. Karen’s involvement with 

SLC stretches over the past 35 years, beginning in the early 80’s as a counselor on Junior Side and 
Senior Side.  She eventually became a Unit Supervisor (PA) and was then Teenside Arts & Crafts 
Supervisor.  In 2000, she married Adam, whom she met at camp. We offer condolences to Adam, 
their children Tyler, Emily, and Zachary, her brother Stephen and the extended family.  Karen’s 
indomitable spirit serves as an inspiration and a blessing to all of us, and she will be sorely missed.

Surprise Lake Camp mourns the loss of Ken Seligson. Ken started his SLC career in 1969 when 
he was 11 years old. His brother Stuart and sister Nancy were also campers. At 16, Ken was hired 
to work in the kitchen. But Ken was a member of the Evander Childs swim team that won the city 
championship, so when one of camp’s lifeguards backed out, Harry selected Ken to fill the spot. 
He was the youngest lifeguard Harry had ever hired. After a couple of years on the waterfront, 
Ken was promoted to Waterfront Director. He served in this role for six seasons, starting on Junior 
side and finishing on Senior side.

Ken set up three different camper scholarships: two in honor of his niece and nephew, Jenna 
and Brandon, and one in memory of his brother, Stuart. He did this out of appreciation for the 
scholarships that camp provided to him and his family when he was young. Ken helped for 
many years with putting the docks in the water before camp. He also participated in countless 
Volunteer Days, including the very first one when the Noah’s ark playground was built. In recent 
years, Ken took to creating his own Volunteer Day projects, putting together and painting the 
picnic tables and Adirondack chairs he himself donated to camp. He especially enjoyed these 
hands on projects as a way to involve the next generation in his family with giving back to camp. 

We offer condolences to Maria, Krista, Katie, Nancy, Lee, Jenna, Brandon, and the entire 
Seligson/Penney/Sidor Family.

Surprise Lake Camp mourns the loss of Charles Weinberg. Charlie served as a member of 
our Board of Directors for over 50 years. He was a Past President and Treasurer, and his financial 
guidance and his deep involvement in the development of our site paved the way for the 
strength that our agency enjoys today. Every building on our property has either been rebuilt 
or renovated with Charlie’s help. His support has enriched the lives of thousands of children. 
We offer condolences to his wonderful wife, Judy, to his daughter Jean, who has also extended 
considerable service to our agency, to his daughter Barbara, to his son David, and to their families. 

Our condolences to Judy Freiser Sails on the loss of her mother, Ruth Freiser, on April 
16, 2015.

Our condolences to Stefanie Allman and her family on the loss of her mother, Cindy.



14

Ken Seligson: An SLC Hero
by Jordan Dale

After we sadly lost one of our most devoted alumni, Ken Seligson, I got a call from Bruce Katz who 
shared an amazing story. Nearly forty years ago Ken and Bruce were both Waterfront Directors. Ken 
was on Preteen dock and Bruce was on Mainside. One day Ken called over to Bruce. He had noticed 
that someone was having a problem. A camper was taking his sailboat test. Part of the test is to turn 
over and then right a sailboat. The camper had turned over the boat and was trapped UNDER THE 
SAILBOAT by the buoyancy of his life jacket. Bruce hadn’t seen it, but he was closer, so Ken called 
over to tell him. Bruce and Ken both went into the water. Bruce got there first and managed to free 
the camper from under the boat. But the camper wasn’t breathing! Bruce administered initial rescue 
breaths in the water and began to swim with the camper toward the dock. But Bruce’s foot got 
caught in the boat’s lines and precious time was being lost. Ken arrived in the nick of time, and freed 
Bruce. They got the child to the dock. They continued rescue efforts. The child suddenly coughed, 
water poured out, and breathing resumed. Bruce wanted someone to know that somewhere there is 
an SLC alum who would not be alive today but for the alertness and heroic actions of Ken Seligson. 
I, in turn, wanted everyone in the camp community to know about this incredible story.

Mazel tov to Jonathan Belkowitz on receiving his Doctorate in 
Engineering from Stevens Institute of Technology.

Mazel tov to Keith Jacobs on receiving his PhD in Biomedical 
Sciences from Washington University.

Mazel tov to Lenny Frenkel on receiving his D.O. (Doctor of 
Osteopathic Medicine) from NY Institute of Technology College 
of Osteopathic Medicine.
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LAW FIRM OF SETH STEIN, PC 

SETH STEIN 

120 Broadway, 28th Floor 
New York, New York 10271 

(212) 532-5503 * FAX (917) 591-8292 

EMAIL:  sstein@ssteinlawfirm.com 

(212) 399-8888
Dentist@DrLantner.com

www.DrLantner.com

Office Hours Monday thru Saturday and Evenings

Suite 800
200 West 57th Street
New York, NY 10019

Stewart Lantner, D.D.S.
Joeseph S. Goldberg, D.D.S.

General, Cosmetic & Laser Dentistry
Dental Sleep Medicine

“Having a Bad HEIR Day?”

Reason #27 for putting 
Surprise Lake Camp  

in your will.

Ask Us About Joining the  
1902 Society Today! 

Call Jack at 212-924-3131 or visit 
www.surpriselake.org/1902society

SLC’s Community Corner Advertising Rates: 

 Fall or Winter 
Issue 

Spring Issue Three 
Issues 

$36 $54 $120Business Card
$72 $100 $180Quarter Page



Mazel Tov to Lauren Rollman 
and Lenny Frenkel on their 
April 17 engagement.
Another camp couple!  

Mazel Tov to Alex Ullman and Jaclyn 
Krongold on their March 29 wedding.

Mazel Tov to Devon Isaacson 
on his April 17th marriage to 
Danielle Press. 

Love is in  
the air!

SURPRISE LAKE CAMP 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  
307 SEVENTH AVE, SUITE 900 
NEW YORK, NY 10001 
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It takes money and resources for the Alumni Association to mail you this newsletter.
Please let us know if you move, get multiple copies or would like to be removed from our mailing list.


