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SLC Alumni Association Raffle 2026 • Ongoing until mid-December
https://surpriselake.org/events/raffle2026

SLC Annual Open Meeting • Monday, June 8 @ 7pm • In person and zoom option!
https://surpriselake.org/event/slcaameeting2026/

Take Me Out To The Ballgame: Yankees vs. White Sox • Thursday, June 18
https://surpriselake.org/event/ballgame2026/

Lawn Fest • Saturday, July 18
https://surpriselake.org/event/lawnfest2026/

Alumni Day • Sunday, July 19
https://surpriselake.org/event/alumniday2026/

Family Camp Weekend • Friday, September 4 – Monday, September 7 
https://surpriselake.org/event/familycamp2026/

SLC Rosh Hashanah Program • Saturday, September 12                
Website/registration opens this summer

SLC 125th Anniversary Gala  & SLCAA Gala Party• Sunday, March 21
More details coming!

Visit our Events page often! Surpriselake.org/events

SWIMMERS WANTED!  
SLC will be holding a Swim-a-Thon on the 
morning of Alumni Day, July 19, 2026. 
Last year’s event was an enormous 
success raising over $20k for camp! 
Please reach out to Josh Suchow 
or events@surpriselake.org
if you would like to participate 
as a swimmer.

UPCOMING EVENTSSURPRISE LAKE CAMP
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We want to hear about new babies, jobs, engagements, graduations, anniversaries, celebrations, reunions, and more! 
Email alumni@surpriselake.org at any time to have your news included in a future issue of Re-Echoes.

Also, if you have SLC nostalgia, pictures or anything that could be included in the SLC Museum, please let us know.

Mazel Tov

Let us know, so we can share 
with the entire SLC Family!SLC NEWS!

Delilah Colette 
born to Emily and 
Michael Sarin on 
August 8, 2025

Lily Rae born to 
Miriam Tarrash and 
Matt Stollerman, 
and big brother, 
Reuben, on March 6

Toby Dylan born to 
Ivy (Greenbaum) 
and Jake Biederman 
on March 21

Ronny Alexander 
born to Ashley 
(Cohen) and Keith 
Kerwin on March 10

Asher born to 
Erik and Victoria
Tarrash

We Extend Our Deepest Condolences To…
The Mitchel, Lantner, and Hoffman families on the loss of Barry Mitchel.

Avri Klemer, Doron Klemer, and their families on the loss of their father, Zvi.
Patti, Diane, Dayle, and Judy Henshel and their families on the loss of their mother, Joy.  
Joy was a member of the SLC Board for 63 years, including several years as President.

Michelle Sufrin and Richard, Alexa, and Gabi Solomon on the loss of Michelle’s Dad, Leslie. 
Randi Sperber and her family on the loss of her father, Lou.

Diana, Danny, and Boris Dikovsky on the loss of their husband and father, Serge.
The family and friends of Jacqueline “Teva” Canton, who passed away in May after 

a courageous fight against brain cancer.

May their memories be a blessing.

Share your news with the SLC community 

in the next issue of ReEchoes!

Save and use this URL:

tinyurl.com/slcalumninews

or email: alumni@surpriselake.org
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Engagements
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Mazel Tov to Andrea 
Zalin on her April 
11th engagement to 
Alon Saar.
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President’s Message
Hello SLC Friends and Family! 

Welcome to the Spring 2026 issue of ReEchoes! I’ve been so excited to 
see all of the nature coming back to life over the last few weeks. It seems 
like everyone, and everything, is gearing up for summer, and the promise of 
another fantastic SLC season lies ahead! 

Part of the SLC Alumni Association’s mission is to keep the SLC magic 
alive all year long, by creating opportunities for our alumni to connect 
and engage with the SLC community. Since our last issue, we hosted a 
reunion in Florida in December, and our annual Super Bowl and March 
Madness fundraisers to start the year. We also hosted our second annual 
SLC Soiree: An Evening of Enchantment & Intrigue at the Hunt & Fish Club 
in NYC this February, which featured a performance by SLC’s very own 
Michael Gutenplan, an award-winning psychic and mentalist. The night 
was filled with audience participation and Michael’s talents surprised us 
again and again – special thanks to all of our attendees and sponsors for 
making the night so memorable!

As the summer approaches, we’ll have many more opportunities to bring 
our alumni community together. On June 18th, we’ll be hosting our annual 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame event – this year we’ll see the Yankees take on the White Sox! Once summer arrives, we’re 
looking forward to welcoming you all back to the camp area for our annual Alumni Weekend on July 18th and 19th! Just 
like last year, we’ll kick off the weekend on Saturday night in Fishkill with Alumni Day Eve Lawn Fest, an informal party with 
food, drinks, music, and great company. This year’s theme is “Throwback Tees & Camp Memories,” so wear something that 
represents your favorite camp era and join us for a walk down memory (or merry) lane! We’ll continue the festivities on 
Sunday with Alumni Day, where we’ll all gather in the place we know and love, SLC. The day will start with a Swim-A-Thon in 
the morning, and will continue with a round-up, swimming, boating, a BBQ, and plenty of opportunities for us all to reminisce 
and reconnect with SLC and with each other throughout the day. The last few Alumni Days have been so special with so 
many of our alumni in attendance. I hope you’ll be able to join us this year too!  

Another part of the SLC Alumni Association’s mission is to support camp by making a meaningful contribution to SLC’s 
annual scholarship drive and other programs, which allows us to share the SLC experience with future generations of 
SLC campers. Each time you attend one of the SLCAA’s events, make a purchase at the SLC store, or join or renew your 
membership to the SLC Alumni Association, you help us get closer to reaching our fundraising goals. We thank you for your 
ongoing support!

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to share your news, reminisce about camp, or discuss how to get more 
involved with the Alumni Association.  Please also consider joining us at our annual Open Meeting for alumni association 
members on June 8th – keep your eye on your inbox for more details soon!

Looking forward to seeing you all at SLC this summer!  

Jessica Zalin
President, SLC Alumni Association
jessicazalin@surpriselake.org

Scenes from Volunteer Day
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Thanks to all of our wonderful participants!
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Camp Improvements
How SLC Has Grown—And Why It Still Feels Like Home

As an SLC alum, you might remember a time when sleeping in a 
tent was just part of the SLC experience. There wasn’t a heated 
pool yet, and the “culinary program” only meant cooking hot 
dogs on the campfire. SLC has come a long way since then—but 
it remains the same where it matters most: caring, commitment, 
Jewish heritage, and our five core values.

This summer marks an exciting new chapter at camp, with 
upgrades designed to enhance adventure, comfort, and the 
overall camper experience. From new waterfront activities to 
long-term facility planning, these improvements reflect our 
commitment to unforgettable summers.

A Brand-New Aquapark on the Lake: A major highlight this 
summer is the new aquapark. Built for nonstop energy and fun, 
it features inflatable climbing structures, slides, and balance 
challenges that encourage teamwork and play.

Whether campers are racing across obstacles or jumping in for 
fun, the aquapark will quickly become a favorite part of lake life.

Expanded Adventure Elements: Adventure programming is 
also expanding with the introduction of mid-level self-belaying 
challenges—something SLC has not had until now. These new 
elements fill an important gap in our adventure progression, 
giving campers a safe and supported way to take on more 
independent climbing experiences as they mature.

Designed to build confidence, resilience, and collaboration, 
these experiences offer new ways for campers to be challenged. 
They meet campers where they are, from first-time adventurers to 
more experienced thrill-seekers, creating more opportunities to 
explore, grow, and push themselves in a supportive environment.

Comfort Upgrades: Air Conditioning in Dining Spaces: Camp life 
is about balance—high energy activity and meaningful downtime. 
Last summer we added air conditioning to the Mainside Dining 
Room, and this summer Teenside Dining Room is now fully air-
conditioned, making mealtimes and gatherings more comfortable 
during warm weather.

Other Recent Improvements Across Camp (2023–2026)

SLC has continued to invest in camp life in meaningful ways over the past several years:

2026: Installation of new bleachers at both the Mainside Ballfield and the Welcome Center/Canteen basketball 
court to enhance viewing and camp spirit. 

   2025: A newly renovated Teenside open-air hockey rink featuring a high-quality acrylic surface, improved 
surrounding walls, brighter lighting, and pickleball lines to expand play options.

   2025: A brand-new low ropes course on the Mainside sports field, offering shaded, age-appropriate adventure 
alongside the climbing wall, zipline, and existing ropes courses.

2024: A transformed SLC canteen featuring a new game and movie room, a wraparound porch overlooking the 
basketball court, upgraded lighting, windows, doors, and new furniture for a more social, relaxed space. We also 
added a beautiful, new “SLC Welcome Center” to greet future SLC families in comfort.

2023: Replacement of the Mainside tennis court and addition of pickleball lines and nets, quickly becoming a 
camper favorite for learning and playing.

2023: Major upgrades to ballfields, including new backstops and re-graded clay surfaces for improved gameplay.

Together, these improvements reflect a steady evolution of camp life—building on tradition while continuously enhancing the 
camper experience.

Looking Ahead: New Cabin Plans for 2027

While this summer brings exciting upgrades, planning is already underway for the future, including new cabin developments 
scheduled for 2027. These spaces are being designed with modern camper needs in mind, focused on comfort, community, 
and a strong sense of home.

More details will be shared as plans progress, but the direction is clear: continued investment in the camper experience for 
years to come.

A Summer of Growth and Continuity

This summer brings new adventures on the lake, expanded opportunities on land, and greater comfort across camp. Most 
importantly, it continues what SLC has always been—a place where campers grow, connect, and feel at home.

For alumni watching SLC evolve, we hope you feel proud of how far it has come while still recognizing its heart. If SLC 
shaped your childhood, imagine that experience for your children or grandchildren. Over time, SLC has continued to grow in 
meaningful ways, including a pickleball program, a chess program, a culinary program, and an organic farm—just to name a 
few. And yes, we still have ice cream at the Eddie Cantor Theater.

We would love to welcome the next generation into this story—and invite you to come back, reconnect, and see what SLC 
has become. Please join us at Rookie Days, our 5-day Get Your Feet Wet program, or Family Camp Weekend. Details on 
these great starter programs can be found here. 
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Joshua Sarkozi
Mandy Eidelson Guirguis
Eve Rubinstein
Jane Cuozzo
Berner Family Fund
Mylen Benardo
Amy Goldberg
Scott Ehrlich
Jeremy Smuckler
Avri Klemer & Johanna Pinzler
Alana & Joshua Suchow
WOLFoods Inc.
Bruce & Heidi Katz
Jeffrey Reinhardt
Jason Bailis & Jeff Henderson
Josh & Sheri Sussman
Hudson Valley  
	 Security Services
Roger Karlebach &  
	 Ilene Whitman
Gary & Rochelle Lindner
Irwin Karp
Malcolm Wattman
Ron Kalb
Andrew Lippman
Diane Zilz & Lewis Friedman
Steven Savad
Ellen Weiss
Cortney Bernstein
Howard Horder
Sanford Victor
Anonymous
Boris Dikovsky
Ralph & Paulette Forgacs
Laura Miller
Misher Charitable Fund
Kenneth & Karen Schwartzberg
Jeff Friedman
Andy Buckley
Bryan Salz & Nicole Santariga
$181-$360
Morgan Frohman
Neil & Julie Weintraub
Barbara & Paul Schwarz
Cecile & Stuart Levy
Charles & Jill Wasserman
Nathaniel & Erika Bialek
Ellen & Jeff Lambert
Anonymous
Gary Spielvogel
Alice Tenney & Budd  
	 Wiesenberg
Stuart Rachlin
Melissa Levine
Jennifer Goldstein
Avra Kouffman
Naomi Weinstock
Jennifer Hampton

Sheryl Kirschenbaum &  
	 Celia Baczkowski
Debra Koster
Thomas Johnson
Dr. Robert Schecter
Donald Fagelman
Scot Shyman
Samantha Olinsky
Howard Gill
Steven & Erika Bleiberg
Larry & Gwen Hamberg
Naomi & Scott Estrin
Ida Belser
Vivian & Brian Elba
Mindy & Marty Zalin
Anonymous
Arthur Anton
Sherry Miller
Ronni Silver
Brad Harmon
Amy Gross
David Wolff
Dr. Jerry Statman
Lee Reingold
Joseph Abeles
Victoria Blint Midrony
Arnold & Linda Hinden
Melanie Fleischmann &  
	 Bobby Bernieri
Emily & Jeff Berk
Jennifer & Benjamin Wind
Margot Hodes &  
	 David Rosenstrauch
Warren Heaps
Philip Caban
Dr. Deborah Duxbury
Dr. Osna Haller
Robbie & Steven Bloom
Ted Liebowitz
Richard Zbar
NYC Gives
David & Maria Leibowitz
Rosalie Goldberg
Francine & David Penner
Esther & Bert Glassberg
Drs. Steven & Barbara Allen
Peter & Victoria Slater
Stuart & Vickie Karten
Daniel Shapiro
Darlene Haut
Melvin Lazar
Pidala Oil Company, Inc.
Honorable Levy
Vails Gate Laundry &  
	 Dry Cleaning
Liz & Nick Izower-Lentini
Matthew Stollerman &  

Miriam Tarrash

Sharon & Alan Richter
Rudolf Leal
Edward Lederer
Jillian & Brian Rauer
Karen & Stewart Lantner
Ksenia Goncharova
Jake Bleiberg
Royal Carting  
	 (Owned by Casella)
Joy Joseph
Rebecca & Jonathan Cohen
Barry & Robin Leitman
Steven & Judy Sails
Tom Karger
Michael Berk
Alexander Kalogerakis
Harold Lyons & Sons
Robert Mayer
Jan & Wille Gurman
Jason Goldstein
Nicole & Joseph Pilevsky
Charlotte & Arnie Prywes
Paula & David Touger
Kathy Rosenthal
Dr. Susan Drucker
Michael Zuckerman
Yehudit Feinstein-Mentesh
Irina Gandelsman &  
	 Gene Pinsky
Seth & Lori Fishman
$73-$180
Judith Hibshoosh
Pamela & Elliott Glass
Phillip Schneider & Jean
Janet & Scott Lorin
Nancy Schwartz
Nathan Salant
Cara Bucovetsky
Caren Zalin-Grossman &  
	 Scott Grossman
Reuben Suchow
Alex Beigelman
Robin Krompier
Eleanor Krellenstein
Lorraine & Jay Greenwell
Nancy Diamond
Lynn & Matthew Hiller-Gold
Debra Pruslin
The Multz Family
Chris & Marcia Cleary
Herb Skovronek
Jack Krause
Charles Michaelson
West Point Tours, Inc.
The Shomrim Society
Marc Rentzer & Mary Dunstan
Patricia Meller
Matthew & Susan Tratner

Sylvaine Baczkowski
Anne Darer
Lisa Mark
Alex Kerzhner
Susan Feir
Steven & Lisa Weinberg
Matthew Kreinces
Marsha & Burt Henry
Karina Gaige & Norman Cohen
Gayle Schwartz
David Lewkowict
Edward Elkin
Henrietta Krellenstein
Steven Dreier
Robert Brooks
Pamela Lucas
Evan Stein
Mandy Miller
Steven Tannenbaum
Lois Weintraub
Bobbi & Simon Baker
Roni Epstein
Anonymous
Joel & Terri Cohen
Beverly & Paul Crespi
Stacy Fowler
Rachel Shatz
Jacqueline Chrystal
Asya Gribov
Martin Blum
Lauren Sakho
Josh Goodkin
Mary Jane Mineroff
Brian Johnston
Joseph Baranowski
Christine Millen
William Pinzler
Gregory & Jodi Kunz
Meghan & Diarmuid Joye
Aliza & Naveh Greenberg
Neal Gowdy
Craig Herman
Marilyn Bailis
Allison Olinsky
Ivan Shore
Pauline Lask
Michael Baron
David Birns
Jeffrey Laut
Lisa Becker
Seth Hulkower &  
	 Lissa Perlman
New York City Chapter of TMA
Deborah Gallant
David Levine
Deanna Littell
Joyce & Mark Zides
Les & Bobbi Frimerman

Our 2025 Supporters
The donors listed below made gifts between January 1 and December 31, 2025`. This listing includes  

alumni and friends who made contributions in support of our tuition assistance programs, capital 
endeavors, and program expansions. We are grateful to the SLC community for your love and generosity.

100,000 & Above
UJA-Federation of New York 
Jerome & Roz Meyer
Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
50,0001 - $100,000 
Henshel Family Foundation 
Michael & Barbara Zbar 
Foundation for Jewish Camp, Inc.
$18,001-$50,000
Joy Henshel
Cindy Levy
Patti Henshel
Stanley Josephson &  
 Rita Freedman
SLC Alumni Association 
Andrea & Arthur Gruber
$7,201-$18,000
Evan Bower
Michael Gurman &  
 Arielle Miller
Linda Markowitz
Vicki & Michael Herson
Ilana & Michael Sussman 
Baron Family Foundation 
James Ahn
Baron Family Foundation 
Blanche Berk*
Arthur Miller
Jessica Pollner
Charles Jainchill &  
 Jill Rosenberg
$3,601-$7,200
Rochelle Bordwin
Jan Klein
Matthew Grosshandler &  
 Brenda Laurenza
Jordan Dale &  

Suzanne Moskowitz

Jewish Federation of  
 Northern New Jersey 
Jewish Federation of  
 Greater Metrowest NJ 
Bob & Ronnie Greenblatt 
Andrew Kominik
Joan Vogel
Stan Besen
Bruce & Michela Haber 
Howard & Maureen Lantner 
Roberta & Peter Hirsch 
Estate of Holman Funds 
Richard & Amanda Lansky 
Paul Mermelstein &  
 Shuying Wang
Alan & Nancy Hoffman 
The Estate of Alvin Elkins
$1,801-$3,600
Zbar & Leung CPA
Susan Alintoff
Jordana Zbar
Gayle (Hoffman) &  
 Bryan Doyle
Ellen Sternberg
Dr. Joseph Goldberg
Jonathan Venezia
Lisa Smoltino
Margery & Jim Arsham 
Shira & Evan Greenblatt 
Robert Tramantano 
Anonymous
Enterprise Mobility
Jay Greenbaum & Family 
Bret Tenenhaus &  
 Jenna Pfeffer
Esther Pessin & Mark Levine 
Brown & Brown Insurance 
Jonathan Frankel

Eileen & Eliot Senor
Ken Pollet
Anna & Carl Reisner
Jason Nadell & Roni Grill
Ellen Rieser
Fredda & Michael Klopfer
Roberta Jainchill
Roger Sachs
Alan Saltz
Sol & Margaret Berger 
	 Foundation
Peter Baum
Alison Emmel
Eleazer Klein
Elise & Corey Zbar
Jessica Zalin
Joel & Karri Kaufman
Carolyn & John Canova
$721-$1800
Heidi Snyder
Ira Pianko
Jill Dosik
Ruth & Leni Brenner
Elaine & Paul Suchow
Tracie & Mark Basch
Alan Kleiman
Alexander Okon
Anne & Joel Zbar
Seth & Aimee Stein
Elly Cohen
Mel Kalichman
Adam Bendeson
Jodi Turk & Michael Goldberg
CVS Health Foundation
Mark & Audrey Tenenhaus
Howard Berk
James Meyer
Faith Kirkpatrick

Private Donor
Adam & Sara Benmoise
Elyse & Andrew Kovar
David Berkowitz
Roger & Marilyn Galburt
Deborah Bravo
Bobbi Vogel
The Cohen Family
Melissa Moskowitz
Keith Cohen
Howard & Denise Weissberger
Avery Kotler
Barry & Marlene Vegter
Laurence Rubinstein
Amy & Lenny Grinberg
Michael Cohen
Ira Goldfarb
Hon. Ruth Messinger
Zion Benevolent Society
Harry Donenfeld Foundation
Drug World Pharmacies &  
	 Home Care Centers
Stephen Gordon
Robert & Marcia Altabet
Samantha Blendis
Jeffrey & Ilana Spiegel
Jodi & Evan Biale
PayPal Giving Fund
Michele Mark Levine
Lisa Tenenhaus
Arborcare Consulting, LLC
Michelle Sufrin &  
	 Richard Solomon
Denise Liebowitz
$361-$720
Bruce Rubinger
Gary Kaufman
Michelle & Larry Olinsky

Surprise Lake Camp has a multitude of diverse programs that often require expensive pieces of equipment for 
our campers to successfully engage and learn. Your in-kind gifts provide critical support and enrich our sports, 
aquatics, music, adventure, performance, and nature programs, making camp life even more fun and meaningful! 
We would like to extend our thanks to the following 2025 in-kind contributors:
In Kind Contributors

Colleen Weiss      Saul Mineroff      Jennie & Keith Sexton      Jed Aber      Adam Shapiro   
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Andrea Katzman &  
	 Steven Jacobson
Andrew Meyer &  
	 Emilie Kovit-Meyer
Harriet & Jack Izower
Nancy & Lee Sidor
Lois Bialek
Alice & Alan Model
Ovadia Simha
Sherry & Steven Rubin
Darrell & Walter Weinberg
Nancy & Scott Schnee
Cynthia & Brian Morris
Jeffrey & Pamela Deluca
Filippo & Alice Vita
Marvin & Janet Kay
Arnold & Carol Finkelstein
Norman Schwartz
Bert Holman
Melanie Dana Tucker
Maria Seligson
Hody Tannenbaum
Ellen Manobla
Jerry Person
Sumner Baum
Michael Rieger
Andrea Goldman
Mark Segal
Elihu Kover
Debbie Mulvaney
Matt Harris
Ed Suchow
Amy Ginsberg
David Harris
Kevin Kamper
Charlie Neidell
Jeffrey Tanzman
Allison & Steven Packer
Robert Saposh
Igor Petlakh
Danielle Johnson
Jenny & Robert Aaronson
Matthew Suchow
Dayna Bieber
Andrea Zalin
Ellen Hochberg
Mario Baczkowski
Lori Spechler
Brian Budnick
Jennifer & Henry Nabholz
Rebecca Silver
Evan Bieber
Stephen Gordon
Keith & Gina Jacobs
Doron Klemer
Steven Zbar &  

Rachel Lepinsky

Marjorie Pass
Ilene Kaufman-Sztorc
Toby Ross
$72 & under
James Benedick
Jill Black
Elyse Lyons
Helayne Malamood
Betty Freed
Elayne Wang
Andrew Caesar
Tanya Miller
Jack Kaye &  
	 Dawn Bressler-Kaye
Asaf Yancu
Marc Stepper
Stacy & Andrew Meyerson
Bruce Elowsky
Dawn Reed
Elizabeth Schnur
Leslie & Gary Nitsberg
Ira & Arlenis Birns
Sheri & Frederick Opper
Nancy Stanton-Tuckman
Stephen & Kathleen Iger
Edward Opper
Karen Watts
Wendi Alexander
Phyllis & David Berk
Robert Leaton
Jared Pollet
Roy Siegel
Anson Li
Rhonda Rosenheck
Eric Popken
Lauri Shannon
Ross Honig
Laura & Carter Mansbach
Rebecca Solomon
Erica Rivera
Jacqueline Baranowski-Guido
Zvi Klemer
Kristen Brody
Maria Hwang
Kathleen Rose
Nadene Geyer
Robert Pinzler
Stacy Hoffman
Rachel Bailis
Adrienne Larrain
Michael Portnoy
Andrea Sullivan-Lassner
Joseph Bouganim
Andrew Pinzler
Iain Edwards
Felice Solomon
Serena Krech

Valerie Swisher
Eliza Estrella
Rita & John Tarrash
Roni & Ken McGuire
Debbie Hoffer-Samori &  
	 Michael Samori
Carol & Larry Seigel
Donna & Alan Garber
Stacey & Rob Panepinto
Joanne & Adam Pomerantz
Ethan Lowens
Lauren Korfine
Ivy Deliteris
Elina Kerzhner Beyn
Meridee Lapodes
Alan Wolf
Dr. Devon Isaacson
Elsa Wapner
Pasquale Sica
Bradley Rudman
Teri Chadbourne
Jonathan Grellier
Kate Ondrejko
Vlad Tsin
Ever-Ready Mail, LLC
Ronni S Green
Melanie Taxin
Susan Robins & Michael Serrill
David & Janice Kimmelman
Amy & Ron Schechter
Nancy & Edward Levy
Susan & Steve Sherman
Judith Elkin
Lloyd Greene
Max Robkoff
Dina Mishra
Laurence Helpern
Jacques Esban
Abraham Greenberg
Ira Leibowitz
Seth Wax
Craig Lieber
Lewis Stein
Lolly Winderbaum
Andrew Bata
Maria Sohn
Matthew Raver
Robert Rosenbaum
Alison Wolff
Steve Schoenfeld
Arlene Titelbaum
Julie Kotowski
Marlie Cohen
Shari Fremeth-Tepper
Rachel Alterman Wallack
Geri Fletcher
Jennifer Niederhoffer

Jacqueline Melzer
Rebecca Melzer
Robert Bacall
Lori Greene
Jeffrey & Marcia Kammerman
Michelle & David Smith
Randi Sperber &  
	 Jill Schreibman
Joan Klein
Tess Hamberg
Shea Lerner
Sari/Sheva Hart
Rachel Felber
Dena & Elly Levine
Amy Murray
Wendy Kotula
Jamie Martens
Marlene & Carl Gussin
Lisa Billig
Aaron Shelden
Bob Frankel
Murray Eisenberg
Deena Hindi
Burt Rosenberg
Logan Abrams
Wendy Ross Kaplan
Sharon Ball
Pat Higgins
Abigail Champagne
Myra Susman
Robert Kenyon
Audrey Otis
Ellen Greenblatt
Alex Moskowitz
Dan Wilson
Sara Oldt
Pam Kenney
Michelle Esposito
Alice Koeninger
Don Kaplan
Dennis Covert
Bruce Hymowitz
Katherine Day
Allan Furman
Kathleen Wallace
Bobby Cronin
Gregory Alves
Stacey Moskowitz
Norma Canals
Martine Spindler
Jill & John Miskanic
Aimee & Bruce Bieber
Marni Robin
Rebecca Bleier
Debby Bieling
Shari Riechelson
Jenna Sidor

Robin & Robert Bernstein
Cinzia Borello
Ana Periu
Eugene Reisman
Ken and Diane Schneider
Adele Friedman &  
	 Peter Goldberg
Mariya Khodorkovskaya &  
	 Dmitriy Khodorkovskiy
Meredith & Vernon Dommu

Norman & Sylvia 
	 Schaumberger
Arnold Mazur
Dr. Jeffrey Jackel
Susan Haimowitz
Lori Kotkin
Carol Horowitz
Donald Trost
Elyzabeth Wilder
Marilyn & Evan Guttman

Marilyn Hertz
Michele & David Rosner
Jacob & Lila Lebowitz
Michele Jacobson
Lisa Denenberg
Jackie Mendelsohn
Roberta Palant
Alyssa Shaw
Samantha Lebowitz
Rahamim Aharon

Susan & Bruce Burger
Susan Gittelman
Sharon & Larry Chasin
Tommy Wills
Danny & Eileen Langer
Gary Vertlieb
Mitchell Miller
Howard Skolnick
Tiffany Kagan

WELCOME JOE!
Surprise Lake Camp is very happy to announce its new Development Director, 
Joseph Vayas.

Joe brings extensive experience in advancement roles across higher education 
and nonprofit organizations, with a strong focus on alumni fundraising, donor 
stewardship, and community engagement. Over the course of his career, he 
has successfully developed and led strategic initiatives designed to deepen 
relationships, inspire philanthropic giving, and foster a strong sense of 
connection among communities. 

Outside of his professional work, Joe enjoys staying active and spending as 
much time as possible outdoors with his family and dog. He is an avid runner 
and regularly explores the natural beauty of the Hudson Valley, often hiking 
local trails and taking advantage of the region’s scenic landscapes throughout 
the year.

Joe holds a Bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University and a Master’s degree from Temple University. He is excited to 
support the Surprise Lake Camp community by strengthening meaningful relationships with alumni, families, and supporters.
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��an to Donat 

Thank you for your generosity!

Use this form or give online at surpriselake.org/donate

Our Gift

I’d like to join CHAI8 and give monthly:

I’d also like to renew my Alumni Association membership:
If paying by check, please remember to add in this amount: Annual: $50

I’ll pay by:

Please contact me about joining the 1902 Legacy Society:

We are so grateful you have chosen to partner with us
to provide even more life-changing experiences!

Annual Drive*

Capital Drive*

Wherever My Gift is Needed Most*

Donation Form

Have donation questions?
Please contact us at (845) 265-3616.

*Donations to these funds are eligible
for a 3:1 Forward Together Match

from the Harold Grispoon Foundation.

Lifetime: $360

Monthly gifts** of $____________ each month for#___________ of months for a total gift of $____________

**Credit card required. SLC will establish monthly gift installments upon receipt of this form.

I’d like to consider joining the hundreds of families who are including Surprise Lake Camp in their estate plans.

CreditCard Visa MC Disc Amex Card#:

Exp Date: / Sec Code: Billing Zip Code:

Cover the credit card company’s transaction fee. Please add 3.5% to my gift.

Enclosed Check: Payable to Surprise Lake Camp. Mail to: 382 Lake Surprise Road, Cold Spring, NY 10516

$

$

$

Bank Routing Number: Bank Account Number:

Your Full Name Names(s) as you’d like to appear in donor list or “Anonymous”

Address City, State, Zip

Preferred Phone Date of Birth Email Address

Harry Vogel Aquatics Fund$

Tribute / Honor (Honoree’s Name Below)$
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I’d like to join CHAI8 and give monthly:

I’d also like to renew my Alumni Association membership:
If paying by check, please remember to add in this amount: Annual: $50

I’ll pay by:

Please contact me about joining the 1902 Legacy Society:

We are so grateful you have chosen to partner with us
to provide even more life-changing experiences!

Capital Drive*

Wherever My Gift is Needed Most*
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Have donation questions?
Please contact us at (845) 265-3616.

*Donations to these funds are eligible
for a 3:1 FoFoF rward Together Match

from the Harold Grispoon Foundation.

Lifetime: $360

Monthly gifts** of $____________ each month for#___________ of months for a total gift of $____________

**Credit card required. SLC will establish monthly gift installments upon receipt of this form.

I’d like to consider joining the hundreds of families who are including Surprise Lake Camp in their estate plans.

CCreditCard VVisa MMC DDisc AAmex Card#:

Exp Date: / Sec Code: Billing Zip Code:

CCover the credit card company’s transaction fee. Please add 3.5% to my gift.

Enclosed Check: Payable to Surprise Lake Camp. Mail to: 382 Lake Surprise Road, Cold Spring, NY 10516

$

$

Bank Routing Number Bank Account Number

Your Full Name Names(s) as you d like to appear in donor list or Anonymous

Address City, State, Zip

Preferred Phone Date of Birth Email Address

Harry Vogel Aquatics Fund$

Tribute / Honor (Honoree’s Name Below)$

Use this form or give online at surpriselake.org/donate

Our Gift
Annual Drive*

$

$

$
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Thank you for your generosity!
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Preferred Phone Date of Birth Email Address
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ADDRESS
382 Lake Surprise Road
Cold Spring, NY 10516

Chuck Jainchill Adam Bendeson

Spring, 2026

Dear Alumni,

At Surprise Lake Camp, summer is about so much more than activities and traditions. It is about
relationships. It is about community. And it is about the unmistakable joy that comes from living Jewish
values in a place where every child is known, supported, and celebrated.

In 2026, we are proud to continue offering a camp experience defined by extraordinary camper–staff
relationships. Our counselors are mentors, role models, and trusted guides who create safe, nurturing
spaces where campers feel a deep sense of belonging. These relationships are often what campers
remember most long after the summer ends—someone who believed in them, encouraged them, and helped
them discover who they could be.

That spirit of care and connection extends across our entire camp community. From Shabbat by the lake to
shared meals, song sessions, and everyday moments of laughter, Surprise Lake Camp fosters a powerful
sense of togetherness. Campers arrive as individuals and leave as part of a vibrant, supportive community—
one rooted in kindness, responsibility, and mutual respect.

Jewish joy is at the heart of it all. At SLC, Judaism is lived, sung, played, and celebrated. Campers explore
their Jewish identity through joyful ritual, meaningful traditions, and values that feel relevant and alive. It is a
Judaism that feels welcoming and proud, helping young people build a lifelong connection to their heritage
and to one another.

Equally central to our mission is the belief that every child who wants to experience camp should be able to
do so, regardless of a familyʼs financial circumstances. Each year, generous donors make it possible for us
to provide meaningful scholarships to campers who might otherwise miss out on the magic of Surprise Lake
Camp. Your support ensures that finances are never a barrier to belonging, friendship, growth, and joy.

Your annual gift makes all this possible. It supports the recruitment and training of exceptional staff, expands
access through financial aid, and sustains the safe, nurturing environment that allows every camper to thrive.

As we look ahead, 2026 also marks an important moment of anticipation. The following year, Surprise Lake
Camp will celebrate its 125th anniversary—an extraordinary milestone for the oldest Jewish summer camp in
the United States. We are already gearing up for this historic moment by strengthening our programs,
investing in our people, and preparing camp for the generations still to come.

We invite you to be part of this momentum. Your support today honors our legacy while helping shape a
joyful, connected, and values-driven future for Surprise Lake Camp.

Thank you for believing in the power of camp, community, and Jewish joy.

With gratitude,

Chuck Jainchill Adam Bendeson, MSW
President, Board of Directors Executive Director

LETTER OF INTENT

r I/we would like to be listed as a member(s) of Surprise Lake Camp’s 1902 Society.
There is no minimum planned gift amount to become a member. Your membership will be completed 
with this signed and returned form. You may decide at a later date how you wish to fulfill your Letter of Intent.

r I/we intend to include Surprise Lake Camp in my/our estate plans by the following date:____________

r I/we have already made provisions for the following planned/deferred gift(s) to SLC:
(check all that apply)

r Bequest in a Will r Charitable Gift Annuity r Retirement Plan/IRA
r Life Insurance Policy r Charitable Lead Trust r Charitable Remainder Trust
r Real Estate r Other:_______________________

(Optional)
The amount of my/our planned gift is $_____________ OR ______ % your estate or appropriate planned gift.

Attorney/Trustee Name & Contact information: _____________________________________________________________________

Custodian Name & contact information: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

r Preferred name(s) for display/publication OR write Anonymous :

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

By signing this Letter of Intent, I/we reaffirm my/our commitment to Surprise Lake Camp. I/we understand that
this commitment is revocable and can be modified by me/us at any time.

Full Name:________________________________________________________________________________Date of Birth:__________________

Spouse’s Full Name (where applicable): ____________________________________________________Date of Birth:__________________

Street Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ( ) ________________________________Email Address:____________________________________________________

Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________Date_______________________________                    

Spouse’s Signature (where applicable):_________________________________________________Date_______________________________

Please complete and return this form to:
Surprise Lake Camp, 382 Lake Surprise Road, Cold Spring, NY 10516

Phone: (845) 265-3616 - Fax: 646-582-0138 - Email: development@surpriselake.org

The 1902 Society was created to help fulfill our mission of providing
the magic of summer camp to every child, regardless of ability to pay.

This is critical to who we are and the vision of our founders. Through
the Society, we acknowledge the philanthropic intent of individuals
who have made provisions in their estate plans, or other means, 
to benefit Surprise Lake Camp, which was founded in 1902.

“Just as my parents planted for me, so do I plant for my children.”
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To fill out this form online go to: https://surpriselake.org/ways-to-give/1902-legacy-society/

Anonymous (5)
Estelle & Herbert Adler
Paola & Ronnie Adragna/Gilbert
Michele Albo
Jacob Albrecht
Marcia & Bob Altabet
Jennifer & Marc Ambrose
Walter Arnstein*
Margery Arsham
Margie & Bob Atwater
Celia Baczkowski
Sylvaine Baczkowski
Jason Bailis & Jeff Henderson
Marilyn Bailis & Jerry Mark*
Rachel Bailis
Tracie & Mark Basch
Peter D. Baum
Pearl & Harry Belkowitz
Janeen Bellafiore Levine & 

Brian Levine
Jennifer Herman Benalt & 

Adam Benalt
Karen* & Adam Bendeson
Lauren & Mark Benmoise
Sara & Adam Benmoise
Molly & Bernard “Pat” Benton*
Evie & Jon Berger
Blanche Berk*
Howie Berk
Jeff Berk
Jennifer & Matthew Berk
Michael Berk
Andie Biederman
Jake Biederman
Brian Blaufeux
Robbie & Steven Bloom
Martin Blum
Nelson Braff
Amy Bram
Elyse Braun
Jill Breder
Mitchell Brenner
Ezra Cahn
Justin K. Cantor
Meridee Simon Cole

Nancy Chanin Collins
Larry Cooperstein
Anita Cruso
Jane Hershey Cuozzo
Dave Dale*
Jordan Dale
Kate & David Danino
Mia Desmedt
Jon Dickie
Wendy & James Dinn
Michele Mars DiRuggiero
Laurie Dobkin-Helm
Jenna Dorfman-Tandlich
Matt Dorter
Jill Dosik
Mandy Efrati
Louise* & Alvin* L. Elkins
Amie Ettinger
Michael Fandal
Lori Heitzner Fishman
Seth Fishman
David Fleischner
Paulette Ann Forgacs
Ralph Forgacs
Beulah Fox*
Gregory Fox
Kenneth L. Freedman
Robert French
Glen Frick
Marissa Garfinkel
Rose & Harris Ghersin
Scott Gilden
Allie (Ball) and Jordan Golan
Amy Goldberg
Dr. Joseph Goldberg
Rabbi Claire Ginsburg Goldstein
Michelle Goldstein
Shira Goldstein
Linda & Ben Gordon
Melissa Gordon
Stephen Gordon
Karen Gorsky & Vicky Eggleton
Jaclyn Greenbaum
Pam & Jay Greenbaum
Suzy Greenberg

Shira & Evan Greenblatt
Rob Greenspan
Aurora Luna Griggs
Harold Grinspoon
Brenda & Matthew Grosshandler
Andrea & Arthur Gruber
Michael Gurman
Michael Gutenplan
Gwen & Larry Hamberg
Julia Handel
Irving Harris*
Dayle Henshel
Joy Henshel*
Patti Henshel
Andrew Hess
Barbara* & Stanley* Hirsch
Roberta & Peter Hirsch
Thelma & Sanford Hochberg
Jennifer Hochstadt
Margot Hodes & David Rosenstrauch
Gayle Hoffman
Jason A. Hoffman
Nancy & Alan Hoffman
Carol Robin Horowitz
Rachel Israel
Seymour Israel
Sharon & Jeff Jacobs
Suzanne Jacobs & Jeff Borkan
Zach Jacobs
Amy & Bruce Jaffe
Chuck Jainchill
Susie Jainchill & Tsahi Gelardin
Danielle Johnson
Erez Jontef
Stan Josephson
Michael Kall
Linda Kane
Irwin Karp
Erica Karron
Heidi & Bruce Katz
Karri & Joel “Whammy” Kaufman
Faith Altschuler Kirkpatrick
Sheryl Kirschenbaum
Alan Kleiman
Barbra & Ty Klein

Current Members of The 1902 Society
We are extremely grateful to the following individuals who have included Surprise Lake Camp 
in their estate plans. Your commitment may inspire others, making your impact even greater!
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List as of December 2025

Ele Klein
Wendy Kleinman
Andrew Kominik
Andrew Korn
Marc Krigsman
Robin & Gordon* Krompier
Ellen & Jeff Lambert
Karen & Stewart Lantner
Maureen & Howard Lantner
Moran & Murray Lantner
Dena & Elly Levine
Galit & Alan Levine
Janeen Bellafiore Levine
Mark Levine
Michele Mark Levine
Fred Levy
Randi & Scott Lieberman
Ted Liebowitz
Stacie Lilien
Laura & Carter Mansbach
Dylan Marcus
Jamie Marcus
Judy & Michael* Margulies
Lisa Mark
Linda Markowitz
Marissa Marx
Caryl & Mike Melasky
Paul Mermelstein
Miriam Messinger & Felicia Hayes
Ruth Messinger
Emilie & Andrew Meyer
Estelle Meyer*
Jerry Meyer
Roberta* & Jim Meyer
Jodie Meyer & Steven Tuber
Lee Meyer
Jonathan Miller
Susan Feldman-Miller
Barb & Steve Mink
Jill (Simon) & John Miskanic
Jake Montberg
Karen & Jim Morrison
Suzanne & Steven Moses
Elizabeth Moskow & Ari Kaufman
Suzanne Moskowitz
Alyse Kunkin Murabito
Roni & Jason Nadell
Stephen Nitkin
Joey Novick

Paul Novick
Sammi Olinsky
Shelli & Larry Olinsky
Emily Palmiotto
Stacey & Rob Panepinto
Jerry Person
Esther Pessin
Nicole Pilevsky & Joseph Osheroff
Johanna Pinzler & Avri Klemer
Julia Pisetsky
Serge Podolski
Jared Pollet
Sheila* & Ken Pollet
Lee Posniack
Jillian & Brian Rauer
Marc Rentzer
Andrew “AJ” Retig
Shari Riechelson
Michael Rieger
David Rimmer
Max Damon Robkoff
F. Peter Rose*
Robert Rosenbaum
Gail & Dan Rosner
Michele & David Rosner
Eve Rubinstein
Mara Rubinstein
Robin* & Larry Rubinstein
Rebecca Safeer
Judy Freiser Sails & Steven Sails
Alan Saltz
Bryan Salz
Carolyn & Dave* Samuels
Joshua Sarkozi
Robert Schechter
Talia Schneider
Meri & Paul Schoenblum
Dan Schulman
Andrew Schuster
Gayle Schwartz
Maria & Ken* Seligson
Julia & Michael Seltzer
Eliot Senor
Isaac Shapiro
Laurie Feldman-Shepherd
Joanne Sherain
Peter Sheridan
Roy Shirwindt*
Cindy Shmerler

Jenna Sidor
Nancy & Lee Sidor
Harvey Sills*
Rebecca Solomon
Steve Sommer
Susan Namm Spencer
Randi Sperber
Jeff Spiegel
Gary Spielvogel
Seth Stein
Charles Stendig*
Adele & Henry Stern
Brittany Sternberg
Denis Sternberg
Matthew Stollerman
Elaine & Paul Suchow
Joshua Suchow
Jennifer Sussell
Ilana (Lambert) & Michael Sussman
Audrey & Mark Tenenhaus
Bret Tenenhaus
Lisa Tenenhaus
Mike Tenenhaus
Alice & Steve Terner*
Jennifer Anne Toback
Allison Tratner
Susan & Matthew Tratner
Jared Tyler
Marlene & “Ranger” Barry Vegter
Jordan Waldman
Charles D. Wasserman
Wendy & Stu Waxman
Lisa & Steve Weinberg
Diane* & Allen Weiner
David Weintraub
Julie & Neil Weintraub
Tommy Wills
Jennifer & Benjamin Wind
Abbe Wittenberg & Rob Schneider
Cheryl & David Wolff
Anne & Joel Zbar
Barbara & Michael Zbar
Elise & Corey Zbar
Jordana Zbar
Richie Zbar
Steven Zbar
Arthur Zilz
Jaime Zuckerberg

*This person reached beyond their own life to enrich the future. They left the world a little better than they found it. May their memory be a blessing.

For so many of us, that was an especially meaningful summer. Many of the Boys 
of Unit C and the Girls of Unit A were at camp for the very first time that year, and 
the friendships and connections formed that summer have lasted a lifetime. The 
same is true for many of us who were Junior Side staff - relationships with each 
other, with camp began that summer and continue to this day.

So much has happened in all of our lives over the past half century, but somehow 
that summer still feels like yesterday.

To celebrate this “half century,” it would be wonderful if as many people as 
possible who were part of that special summer - whether camper or staff, Junior 
Side or any other side of the lake - could come back for Alumni Day this summer 
on Sunday, July 19th and help to mark the occasion.

It would be especially great if as many of us as possible could spend some real
time together that weekend, so for anyone interested, I’m planning to organize a
casual group dinner the night before - early enough so we can still make it over to
Lawn Fest afterward. It would be a wonderful chance to reconnect, reminisce,
laugh about old stories, and celebrate just how much that summer - and those
friendships - have meant to all of us over the years.

If you think you can make it and would like to join the dinner, please let me know
at kpollet@ahahr.com.  Hoping to see lots of you there!!

SUMMER OF ‘76 . . .
50 YEARS LATER!

Hard as it is to imagine, 
this summer marks 50 years since the

unforgettable summer of ’76.

By Ken Pollet

As always, one of the highlights of Alumni Day will be the 
Junior Side-style roundup - same songs, same spirit, nothing 
has changed!
And of course, the night before is Lawn Fest.

1918



The SLC Community Corner!
Thanks to our Winter Advertisers. 
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